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to help you
pray for the
persecuted church

JULY 1 - 4
Thank you for your prayers for our
persecuted brothers and sisters
in Christ, which make such a
difference to them. We sometimes
have to change or omit their names
for security reasons, and we
have only limited space to share
their stories. But the Lord knows
the people and places we are
praying about. Thank you for your
understanding.

on April 7 estimated that 1,000 girls and young
women are affected by this outrage each year;
of these, up to 700 are Christian and around
300 are Hindu. Often a victim’s family will file
a case with the police, only for the abductor to
file a counter case against the family, accusing
them of harassment and of trying to reconvert
the victim. Pray that more will be done by the
Pakistani authorities to protect vulnerable
women and girls from these abusive and
devastating practices.

Please do not feel limited by the
specific prayer requests, but pray
as you feel led. On each Sunday we
have provided a set prayer; please
feel free to use these in their current
form, to adapt them as you prefer, or
to use the information they contain
to frame your own prayers.

Thursday 3 Give thanks that a new
motorbike given by Barnabas Aid is helping
George, an active Christian student coordinator
in Bangladesh, to stay in touch with a rapidly
growing number of study groups scattered
across the south-west of the country. He can
now much more easily reach them to encourage
them in their faith. Thanks to his hard work, the
number of groups had already grown from one
to 14 in just four years. Now, with the motorbike,
he is planning on starting new groups in a city
60 miles from his home church. Bangladesh is
mainly Muslim, and Christians have a low social
status there; they are also threatened by a rising
tide of Islamism. Pray for George and the groups
that he pastors, that his ministry will help them to
stand firm in the Lord.

July
Tuesday 1 Pray for the grieving wife and
two young children of Haroon Masih, known as
Sunny, a 22-year-old Christian man in Pakistan
who was shot dead by a Muslim co-worker after
refusing to convert to Islam. A Muslim security
guard at the bank where Sunny had recently
started work as a sweeper persistently tried to
pressure him into becoming a Muslim, promising
Sunny a luxurious lifestyle and marriage into a
wealthy Muslim family, but Sunny stood firm and
proclaimed his faith in Christ. Sunny’s co-worker
later shot him in the head after another failed
attempt to convert him. Give thanks for Sunny’s
steadfast faith, and ask the Lord to meet his
family’s needs following their tragic loss of a
husband, father and breadwinner.
Wednesday 2 Christian women and girls in
Pakistan remain at risk of abduction by Muslim
men, forced conversion to Islam and forced
marriage to their captors. A new report released
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Friday 4 “This is our second besieged time.
Now it is more than a week. No one is allowed
to come in or get out of Aleppo. Nothing in the
market to buy. No fruit. No vegetables. Fuel has
increased by six times today. Your intercessory
prayers are highly valued and needed.” These
words were written on April 17 by a Barnabas
partner in Aleppo, Syria, where heavy fighting
and scarcity of essentials continue to cause
intense suffering. At the time of writing, Aleppo’s
main water supply is also cut off. Cry out to
the Lord on behalf of the residents of Aleppo,
especially the Christians, who are living in such
danger and need.

JULY 5 - 9
Saturday 5 “The lives of 745 Christians in
Kessab have been shattered. More than 2,210
people have been driven from their homes,
and many will never be able to return, as their
properties have been destroyed or ransacked.”
A Barnabas partner described the plight of
residents of an Armenian Christian town in
north-west Syria that was invaded by Islamist
rebels on March 21. The believers were forced
to flee their homes with nothing. Give thanks
that Barnabas Aid has been able to provide the
displaced Christians with aid, and pray that as
they seek places of safety, the Lord will arm
them with strength and keep their way secure
(Psalm 18:32).

Aid from Barnabas is supplied to
displaced Christians from Kessab in
Syria

Sunday 6 Heavenly Father, we pray
for the 350 Christian families from
Kharaba in Sweida province, Syria,
who were forced to flee their homes
when their village was stormed by
opposition militants on April 23.
We pray for around half a dozen
men who were kidnapped and for
comfort for their families. We lift up
to You the families whose homes
were torched and their possessions
looted. We pray also for healing for
those who were traumatized by the
attack, some of whom have since

been afraid to return home.
Monday 7 Believers were able to return to
the historic Christian village of Maaloula, Syria,
after it was recaptured from Islamist rebels
by government forces on April 14. Most of the
village’s 3,000-strong population fled when
members of Islamist militias invaded in October
2013. Many Christians now want to go home
but are not yet sure if it is safe. Many will have
very little left to return to; homes have been
looted and some burned. Historic churches
have been badly damaged, defaced, looted
or altogether destroyed. Pray that the Lord will
guide His people as to whether to return, for He
will uphold them with His righteous right hand
(Isaiah 41:10).
Tuesday 8 Praise the Lord for providing
the resources for a five-year sponsorship by
Barnabas of 38 church-planting couples in
Indonesia. Many have testified to how blessed
they have been by the financial support during
the vital start-up period. The pastors are now
able to gain an income through part-time jobs
within their communities, and as the churches
grow, they become more able to support
their leaders. Most of the church planters are
experiencing some degree of hostility and
opposition from the Muslim majority in their
areas. Pray that a great door for effective
ministry will be opened to them (1 Corinthians
16:9) as they continue to proclaim the Gospel
and build up the churches.
Wednesday 9 A church in Balikpapan,
East Kalimantan, Indonesia, had to postpone
its Easter service after a suspected bomb was
discovered at the Christian school that adjoins
its building. A security officer came across a
suspicious package while on patrol at around
3am on April 20. He heard two people talking in
the bushes outside the school building; they ran
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away when he went to investigate. The police
bomb squad took the package away for testing.
Praise God that this incident did not escalate,
thanks to the vigilance of the security guard.
Pray that the children and staff of the school,
and the members of the church, will be kept
safe.
Thursday 10 Pray for Christians in Bekasi,
West Java, Indonesia, where a church’s
building permit has been revoked following
pressure from Islamists. The church met all
the conditions required for a license, including
gathering 60 signatures from local residents,
and was issued with the permit in November
2012. But several months into the building
work, the local Islamic People’s Forum staged
protests, demanding that the church’s permit
be revoked, before taking the case to court. On
March 20, the court ruled against the church,
saying it had failed adequately to advertize
its building plans. But the church’s lawyer
said it had been open about the construction.
Pray that this miscarriage of justice will be
overturned and that the Lord will provide a
place for the believers in Bekasi to meet in His
name.
Friday 11 On Sunday March 23, balaclavaclad gunmen stormed a church in Likoni, near
Mombasa, Kenya, during a service. They killed a
watchman before shooting into the congregation
and at those standing outside. Five other people,
including the assistant pastor, Phillip Musasa,
were killed and scores injured. The gunmen tried
to attack another church but were deterred by
armed police. Likoni has one of Kenya’s active
terror cells, where youths are recruited to join
the militant Islamist group al-Shabaab. Pray for
comfort for the bereaved and healing for the
wounded, and that violent attacks on Christians
in Kenya will stop.

4

BARNABAS PRAYER JULY/AUGUST 2014

Saturday 12 Pray for around 270 Nigerian
schoolgirls, most of them Christians, who were
kidnapped by Islamist group Boko Haram on
the night of April 14. The militants stormed the
Government Girls Secondary School in Chibok,
Borno state, herded the girls on to trucks and
took them away. More than 40 managed to
escape, but at the time of writing it is believed
that some 230 are still missing; the leader
of Boko Haram has claimed that they have
been converted to Islam. Give thanks for the
international interest in this incident and for the
efforts to find the girls. Ask that the angel of
the Lord will encamp around them and deliver
them (Psalm 34:7) and that they will make a full
recovery from their intense ordeal.

Demonstrators call for the release
of kidnapped Nigerian schoolgirls
(Source: Michael Fleshman, Flickr)

Sunday 13 Sovereign Lord, we
pray for Christians in Northern
Nigeria, who are vulnerable to
deadly violence by Boko Haram
and ethnic Fulani herdsmen. We
pray for those bereaved in the
numerous and destructive attacks
this year and for those left injured
or homeless. We pray especially
for the surviving residents of seven
Christian villages in Kaduna state,
where more than 240 people were

JULY 14 - 18
killed in a single day in March, many
of them children. We ask that You
will protect Your people and rise up
against the rage of their enemies
(Psalm 7:6), so that this murderous
campaign against the region’s
Christians will be defeated. We
pray too that a Christian presence
and witness may be maintained in
Northern Nigeria.
Monday 14 Give thanks to the Lord
that relief supplied by Barnabas is helping
homeless Christians in South Sudan to survive
in harsh conditions. Through a church in the
capital, Juba, more than 900 families received
emergency aid comprising of food, sleeping
mats and blankets. Their belongings were looted
during the clashes that broke out between
supporters of two rival politicians on December
13, 2013. In the anarchy that followed, over
860,000 people fled their homes to escape the
violence. Pray for the restoration of peace and
order in South Sudan, and that our brothers and
sisters will soon be able to resume a normal life.
Tuesday 15 The US Commission on
International Religious Freedom (USCIRF)
has recommended that eight more nations
be added to the American government’s list
of “Countries of Particular Concern” (CPC). A
CPC designation identifies a nation as one of
the world’s worst violators of religious freedom
and mandates the US to take action, such
as imposing sanctions, intended to prompt
improvements. This year, the USCIRF list
contains Syria for the first time; the Commission
said that the crisis there “represents one of
the worst situations in the world for religious
freedom” and that abuses were being committed
by all sides. Give thanks for the report, and pray
that the US and other Western governments
will take seriously the suffering of persecuted
Christians in these countries.

Wednesday 16 Give thanks that the
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) has
upheld a case brought by various religious
communities affected by a controversial law in
Hungary that stripped many churches of their
registration. ECHR ruled on April 8 that their
rights to freedom of assembly and association
and freedom of thought, conscience and
religion had been breached. Over 300
religious groups – including major Protestant
denominations – lost official recognition and
with it certain monetary and fiscal advantages,
such as tax exemptions and subsidies, for their
faith-related activities following the introduction
of the Church Act in 2012. Pray that the court’s
ruling will result in the restoration of rights to all
religious groups unjustly affected.
Thursday 17 A church building in
Kazliçeşme, Turkey, was broken into and
vandalized by a group of thugs on Sunday
March 23. The attackers forced their way in
through the front door and stole some items,
including the church bell. A church worker on
site sought refuge at a nearby police station
but said that the officers on duty refused to
intervene. The offenders were apparently
linked to the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic
Party. Christians in Turkey are widely regarded
with suspicion or outright hostility. Pray that
the congregation will not be intimidated by
this attack and will maintain their ministry and
mission.
Friday 18 Pray for churches and Christian
organizations in Russia that are facing
harassment from the authorities, which appears
to be intended to shut them down. In March, a
church in St. Petersburg lost its appeal against
liquidation; the authorities had falsely accused
it of running a program of general education,
which as a religious organization it is not entitled
to do. As a result, the church has lost its right to
own or rent property. Various church-run drug
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and alcohol rehabilitation centers have also
been threatened with prosecution or closure.
Pray that the Russian authorities will recognize
the positive contributions of the churches to
educational, social and charitable work and will
leave them alone to carry out their ministries in
peace.
Saturday 19 In some countries, Christian-run
ministries are not safe from official opposition
even when they provide a vital service to the
community. A homeless shelter run by Aleksei
Shchedrov, a young Christian man in Belarus,
has been stripped of its legal status after what
appears to be a campaign of harassment by the
authorities. Aleksei was originally charged with
leading an unregistered religious organization,
because there is a prayer room at the shelter.
These charges were dropped, but during a
series of inspections, fault was found with the
shelter’s facilities, and the ministry was closed
down on February 7. Give thanks that Aleksei
has continued to care for the shelter’s residents
since it was officially closed, and pray that they
will not end up back on the street.
Sunday 20 Our God and Father,
we praise You for calling to faith a
13-year-old boy in Tajikistan through
the teaching of “Aigul”, a Barnabasfunded Christian worker, and that
he has now led his Muslim mother
to Christ too. We thank You for his
witness to his mother: “He told me
that all people are sinful and me too.
He told me what I need to do so that
God can forgive my sins.” We pray
that You will establish them both in
their new faith, and that the rest of
their family will also put their trust
in Jesus. We pray especially for her
brother, an Islamic leader, that he
will stop trying to prevent them from
6
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meeting with other Christians. We
thank You for Aigul’s fruitful ministry
and pray that You will continue to
bless it.
Monday 21 Denis Yenenko, a Christian father
of three in Sergeyevka, Kazakhstan, was jailed
for six days in April for refusing to pay a fine
imposed on him for leading worship at an “illegal
meeting”. Denis and his fellow-Christian Sergei
Lantsov were each ordered to pay around a
month’s average wages for “participation in the
activity of an unregistered, halted or banned
religious community or social organization”.
Another 33 Christians from the same
denomination, which refuses in principle to ask
state permission for their activities, were fined
in the first ten weeks of this year for exercising
their right to religious freedom. Pray for strength
and perseverance for our brothers and sisters
as they worship and witness for Christ under
oppressive restrictions.
Tuesday 22 Pray that the government
of Kazakhstan will end its legal demand for
the registration of religious groups, including
churches. The United Nations Special
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief,
Heiner Bielefeldt, has said that this freedom
“does not require state approval”, and that
“communities which fail to meet the threshold
set by the law or prefer not to be registered
live in legal insecurity”. All religious groups in
Kazakhstan were required to re-register under
a controversial new religion law of 2011 that
made it impossible for smaller congregations to
gain state approval, and a number of Protestant
denominations saw all their churches liquidated
(i.e. lose their legal and financial status). Pray
that all Christians in Kazakhstan will be given the
freedom to meet and practice their faith together.

JULY 23- 27
Wednesday 23 Pray for Tandin Wangyal
and M.B. Thapa, two pastors in Bhutan who
were arrested on March 5. The pair were
invited by another Christian to speak at a
ground-breaking ceremony for a new house in
Samtse District, where they were arrested for
“proselytizing” coercively – an act that is illegal in
Bhutan – and for not having obtained permission
for the public gathering. The police later said that
there was no evidence for the first allegation.
The pastors were held without charge for 49
days; they were released on bail on April 22 but
are still facing charges. Pray that as the church
leaders face legal proceedings they will cast
their cares on the Lord, and that He will sustain
them (Psalm 55:22).

Sawan Masih has been sentenced to
death in Pakistan for blasphemy

Thursday 24 Pray for Pakistani Christian
Sawan Masih, whose appeal against the death
penalty he was given under the “blasphemy law”
is scheduled to be heard tomorrow (July 25).
Sawan (26), a father of three, was accused by a
Muslim friend in March 2013 of defiling the name
of Muhammad. Following the accusation, a
3,000-strong mob of Muslims stormed Sawan’s
Christian neighborhood, Joseph Colony, and
burned down 178 Christian homes. Sawan
was convicted on March 27, 2014; he denies
the charge and has said that the accusation
was motivated by a property dispute between

him and his friend. Pray that this miscarriage of
justice will be overturned on appeal.
Friday 25 A Pakistani Christian couple,
Shafqat Emmanuel and Shagufta Kausar, have
been given the death penalty after they were
accused of sending text messages insulting
Muhammad to two Muslims. The couple’s
lawyer has said that there is no evidence
against them and that they could not have
written the messages, which were sent from a
mobile phone that Shagufta had lost, because
they cannot read or write Urdu properly. The
couple, who have four children aged between
five and 13, were also fined Rs100,000 each
(US$1,000). Their sentence brings the number
of Christians on death row for blasphemy in
Pakistan to four. Pray that the Lord will draw
near to Shafqat and Shagufta as they face an
uncertain future.
Saturday 26 Pray for Saira Iqbal, a sevenyear-old Christian girl in Pakistan who was gangraped by four Muslim men on April 23. At this
time of intense suffering and trauma for her, pray
that the Lord will be her comfort and strength
and enable her to recover both physically
and emotionally. Pray too for Saira’s family,
particularly her father, who was kidnapped and
held for two days to try to stop the family from
pressing charges. Give thanks that, despite
initial reluctance, the police have launched an
investigation into this vicious attack, and pray
that those responsible for it will be brought to
justice.
Sunday 27 Father God, we lift up
to You Aasia Bibi in her agonizing
wait for justice after her appeal
hearing was deferred for the third
time. We pray that her case will soon
be heard, and that You will sustain
her as she endures prison life in
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of waiting for a hearing. We ask that
the death sentence she received
under the “blasphemy law” in 2010
after she was falsely accused of
defiling the name of Muhammad will
not be carried out. We pray that she
will soon be released and reunited
with her husband and children.
Monday 28 Pray for around 400 Christian
families in the Con Dau area of Da Nang
province in Vietnam whose homes have
been demolished. The Christians were driven
from their homes in a raid by police, security
agents and the army at 7am on March 27. The
authorities have seized the land to build a luxury
tourist resort; they decided in 2010 to destroy
all the houses and the local cemetery used by
the displaced Christians, who have been offered
no adequate compensation or any help for
resettlement. Pray that God will meet all their
needs according to the riches of His glory in
Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19).
Tuesday 29 Five ethnic Hmong Christian
families in Vietnam have been attacked by their
neighbors in attempts to get them to renounce
their faith. On February 26, Hang A Khua and his
family were ordered to recant by public security
officers, backed by around 30 villagers from Trun
Phu in Dien Bien province; when they refused,
the officers ordered the villagers to attack them.
The mob ransacked and demolished the family’s
house; their rice fields were confiscated, and
they were expelled from the district. In Son La
province, four more Christian families were
similarly threatened in March. One couple were
attacked in their home; they were kicked and
punched, and the wife was dragged out of the
house by her hair. Give thanks for these families’
courageous stand for Christ and pray that they
will find strength in Him.
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Wednesday 30 Pray for three Christian
prisoners of conscience in Vietnam who are
being denied access to Bibles and other sources
of spiritual support. Prison guards in Hanoi and
Thanh Hoa province have refused to allow Le
Quoc Quan, a lawyer and activist, and bloggers
Maria To Phong Tan and Paul Tran Minh Nhat to
receive visits from their church leaders and have
prevented them from receiving Communion.
Maria is serving a ten-year prison sentence in a
harsh labor camp; she has been beaten by other
inmates. Pray that the Lord will sustain and build
up the faith of our brothers and sister as they cry
out to Him in their need (Psalm 142:6).

Christians displaced by violence in
Burma are delighted to receive Bibles
from Barnabas

Thursday 31 “I was so happy and treasure
this Word of God. It brings me so much peace
and hope.” Uu Dee KoMang, an elderly
woman in Burma (Myanmar), was one of many
Christians who recently received a Kachin
Bible through Barnabas Aid. Two years ago the
Burmese army entered her village and ordered
everyone to leave within the hour. Uu Dee took
some clothes and food and ran, but her Bible
was too heavy to carry. Now living in a relocation
camp, she regretted not taking it, until the Bibles
from Barnabas arrived. Pray that God’s Word
will comfort and strengthen these believers

AUGUST 1 - 5
who have lost so much and will give them
encouragement for the future.

August
Friday 1 Give thanks that the authorities in
Egypt are pursuing justice for the Christian
community following widespread violence
against them by supporters of the Muslim
Brotherhood last summer. Christians were
scapegoated by the Islamists for the downfall
of President Mohammed Morsi. On August 14,
mobs torched scores of churches, Christian
institutions and private property in what was
described as the worst single day of violence
against the Egyptian Church since the 14th
century. Over 100 Muslims have been charged
in connection with the attacks; at the time of
writing they were due to stand trial for rioting,
attacking citizens and targeting the churches
and homes of Christians. Pray that justice will
be done and restitution made to churches and
individuals who suffered material losses.
Saturday 2 Give thanks that as believers
in some areas of Egypt continue to be at risk
of violence from Islamists, Barnabas Aid is
able to provide various kinds of practical help
for needy Christians there, especially those
most affected by the political turmoil. We are
supporting Christian families in Upper Egypt with
housing costs, medicines, food and schooling
for their children, and 30 Christian students who
were on the verge of dropping out of education
because of lack of money have received
funding to complete their education. Pray for all
those receiving this help, that they will also be
encouraged spiritually.
Sunday 3 Heavenly Father, we lift up
to You today the heartbroken family
of Mary Sameh George, a young

Christian woman who was killed in
an Islamist attack on a church in
Egypt. We pray that You will comfort
them and give them Your peace.
We thank You that Mary was not
ashamed to make her allegiance to
You known, even taking the risk of
provoking murderous anger against
herself. We pray also for the families
of three others who were killed in
this attack at a church in Ain Shams,
a suburb of Cairo, on March 28. Lord
God, may the hostility of Muslim
Brotherhood supporters towards
Christians in Egypt be restrained.
Monday 4 Pray for Christians and other nonHindus in India following the landslide victory
of the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in the country’s general election. The
BJP is the political wing of a Hindu nationalist
movement, Hindutva, which is striving to make
India a religiously pure nation. The party has
given support to Hindu extremist groups that
attack Christians, and states where it holds
power have generally experienced a rise
in anti-Christian violence. The party was in
charge of Orissa state during the horrendous
anti-Christian riots of 2007-08. It has also
pledged to introduce national legislation to curb
“missionary” activity and end “proselytizing”;
this may be used to restrict legitimate Christian
evangelism. Pray that the new government
will give equal rights to all India’s citizens and
provide effective protection for Christians,
Muslims and others from Hindu extremism.
Tuesday 5 Pray for Christians in the village
of Gudrikia, Kandhamal district, who lost their
church building in the 2008 anti-Christian riots
in Orissa state, India. Earlier this year, they
planned to rebuild the church, and on March
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11, they took the stones they had bought to the
site to start the work. But they were blocked
by a group of Hindu fundamentalists, who
threatened them. The previous church building
had been burned down, and the land where it
once stood is now used by Hindus for farming.
The latest incident highlights the ongoing
hostility towards Christians in the area. Pray
that the Lord will soften the hearts of Hindu
extremists in India, and that they will allow
Christians to practice their faith in freedom and
peace.
Wednesday 6 Lift up to the Lord a group of
Christians in Pali village, Jharkhand state, India,
who were attacked by Hindu extremists on two
consecutive days in an effort to force them to
convert to Hinduism. On March 4, the offenders
stormed into the home of Pastor Tilas Bedia,
beat the Christians present and threatened to
kill them if they continued to follow Christ. The
following morning, a mob dragged 15 Christians
from their homes, told them to convert back to
Hinduism and beat them. The pastor and two
others were paraded half-naked to the outskirts
of the village. Adding insult to injury, a case of
forcible conversion was subsequently registered
against the pastor and three other Christians.
Pray that the Lord will give them all the strength
to stand firm in the face of such opposition.
Thursday 7 “We ask all Christians and
members of other faiths to reconsider their
own beliefs and join Hinduism.” Krishna Hari
Baskota, secretary at the Office of the Prime
Minister in Nepal, was speaking about the
application process for a new identity card
that will show citizens’ religious affiliation.
Christians and members of other minorities
will be subjected to greater scrutiny before
obtaining the official documents and will be
asked to reiterate their faith. One Christian
rights activist said that the government is trying
10
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to discourage people from converting from
Hinduism. Pray that the Nepalese authorities will
not discriminate against Christians but will treat
them on equal terms with the Hindu majority.
Friday 8 “He was always a light for Christ
and he had a love and commitment that he
expressed for the Afghan people because of that
love for Christ.” The widow of Dr. Jerry Umanos,
an American doctor who was shot dead at
the Christian-run hospital where he worked in
Kabul, Afghanistan, spoke of her husband’s faith
and ministry. Two visiting American Christians,
father and son Gary and John Gabel, were
also killed on April 24 when an Afghan security
guard opened fire on the staff he was meant to
be protecting. Pray for comfort for the grieving
families of the three men, and ask the Lord
to safeguard the future of the hospital, which
provides much-needed medical care and also
trains Afghan doctors and nurses.

Dr. Jerry Umanos was murdered at a
Christian-run hospital in Afghanistan
(Source: CURE)

Saturday 9 Taliban militants attempted
to attack a Christian-run day-care center in
Kabul, Afghanistan, on March 28, saying it
was “a church used to convert Muslims to
Christianity”. The attackers mistakenly targeted

AUGUST 10 - 13
the next-door building, which houses workers on
an agricultural and de-mining project, instead;
two Afghan civilians, one a young girl, died in
the crossfire. All five Taliban bombers were
also killed in the raid on the heavily-secured
compound. The day-care center that they
were attempting to target, which is used by
expatriates, is said to hold Christian worship
services on certain days. Ask the Lord to change
the hearts of those who plan and carry out
terrorist attacks against Christians and other
targets in Afghanistan; pray that they will turn
instead to Him.
Sunday 10 Almighty God, we pray
that You will protect Your people in
the Holy Land. We pray especially
for the congregation of a church in
Gaza City, whose church compound
was attacked with a small explosive
device on February 26. We give
You thanks that the church, school,
nursery and pastor’s house were
undamaged and that a fire that
was lit under the pastor’s car was
extinguished when Christians came
outside to investigate. We pray that
the congregation may stand firm for
You in the face of the threatening
message that was written on the
wall facing the church gate: “We’ll
get you soon, O worshippers of the
cross.” We ask that there will be no
further attempt to attack this church
or others in the area.
Monday 11 Give thanks to the Lord that
Barnabas Aid is able to help oppressed
and persecuted Christian communities by
providing grants to Christian students in higher
education. Pray for those who have received
this help in the past, that they will give a voice
to their brothers and sisters and will help to

resource, empower and protect them in the
face of hostility. Ask that God’s sustaining
grace will uphold those who are currently
studying, often under severe pressure from the
majority community, and pray that they may
be equipped for spiritual leadership. Praise
God for their dedication to His service, and
ask Him to use them powerfully in their various
vocations.
Tuesday 12 Pray for a church in Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan, whose building has been
confiscated by the authorities, who claim that
the sales contract signed more than 14 years
ago was invalid. The seizure of the building may
be motivated by hostility to the congregation’s
Christian activities, but the incentive could also
be financial; the building now has a market value
of around US$1 million. The State Property
Fund, which originally owned it, has said the
church will get back only the US$46,000 it
paid 14 years ago. The church insists it has
fulfilled the terms of the contract. Pray for the
congregation, that their place of worship will be
restored to them and that God will protect them
from further harassment.
Wednesday 13 Christian families in
Uzbekistan are being blocked from burying their
loved ones in state-owned cemeteries as local
officials bow to pressure from Muslim leaders. In
one of three known cases already this year, the
family was told by local officials, “The cemetery
is state property, but it is under the management
of the local mosque, and if the imam is against
the burial then it will not take place.” The imam
is said to have cursed the family for becoming
Christians, calling them “unclean and defiled
infidels”. Burial is particularly important in Central
Asian culture; families of those denied burial in
the local cemetery or without wide community
participation are treated as social outcasts.
Pray that the Lord will comfort these bereaved
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Christians in their additional distress and that the
authorities will grant them equal rights with the
Muslim majority.
Thursday 14 A Barnabas-funded Christian
leadership training course in Tajikistan
has enabled 60 lay leaders from a Muslim
background to grow in their understanding and
develop their knowledge of the Bible. Because
all the teachers were themselves converts from
Islam and local pastors, they were able to use
their personal experience to tailor the course to
the students’ needs, focusing on basic Christian
doctrines and issues that confront the students
in their ministry. One student said, “This study
has opened my eyes on many questions.”
Praise God for the positive impact that the
course has had on the participants, and pray
for them as they now begin to share their new
knowledge with their Christian communities.

A leadership training course for
Muslim-background believers in
Tajikistan
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Friday 15 Join Christians in the Central
African Republic (CAR) in crying out to God
on behalf of their stricken country. A group of
churches devoted the month of March to prayer,
as sectarian killings continued and observers
warned of a repeat of the Rwandan genocide.
The country is mired in conflict between the
Seleka, a militant Islamist group, and “antibalaka” militias formed in response to the
Seleka’s brutal violence. Church leaders have
repeatedly distanced themselves from the antibalaka, which claim to be Christian but are so in
only a nominal or ethnic sense. Give thanks for
the Christ-like response of Christians in CAR,
and pray that it may help to bring peace and
reconciliation.
Saturday 16 “My little brother and my
own son were murdered by Seleka of my
neighborhood. My house was burned down
with all its contents. I was left with the clothes I
have on me.” The words of Michel, a Christian
in CAR, illustrate the grievous suffering caused
to so many of our brothers and sisters by the
violent conflict there. Barnabas Aid paid for
emergency relief for a group of 589 families,
all of whom have lost one or more of their
members. Another 99 Christians, mainly elderly
and disabled, and an orphanage also received
bags of food. Pray for the bereaved as they
grieve their loss, but give thanks that the aid
has made their lives more bearable. “This will
bring us a little happiness,” said Michel, as he
received food and basic household items for
his family.
Sunday 17 Heavenly Father, we
pray for Nawudo Hasifa, a Christian
teenager in Uganda whose 17-yearold sister, Nanvunani Shamimu,
was beaten to death by their father
when he discovered they had
converted from Islam. We thank You
that Nawudo escaped to another

AUGUST 18 - 21
town and is being cared for by
local Christians; we pray that You
will relieve her trauma and provide
the counsel that she needs. We
praise You that her commitment to
Christ is strong and ask that You
will build her up in her new faith.
We pray for her father in his shock
at Nanvunani’s death, that You will
call him to repentance and faith
in the Lord Jesus. We ask too for
Your protection for Nanvunani and
Nawudo’s church from hostile local
Muslims.
Monday 18 In a similar incident, Wenene
Nuru (23), a convert from Islam in the Iki-Iki
township in the Pallisa district of Uganda, had
to flee from her home after her father attacked
her. He beat her with clubs, and she began to
scream with pain; then while she was on the
floor bleeding, he went in search of a knife to
kill her. A neighbor helped her escape, and
after receiving treatment in hospital for a week,
she was taken in by a church elder. Muslims
form a majority in some areas of Uganda, and
Christians there live in a hostile context; tensions
have been rising in Uganda over religious
conversions, making converts from Islam even
more vulnerable. Ask for the Lord’s strength
and peace for Wenene and that she and other
converts will be kept safe from further attacks.
Tuesday 19 “They have been hunting for me
directly and indirectly, because when I left them
and converted to Christianity it pained them so
much.” Hassan Muwanguzi is a former sheikh in
Uganda who has suffered greatly for his faith at
the hands of his own family and community. He
has lost his wife and his job as a schoolteacher,
been beaten by relatives, falsely accused of
a criminal offense and ordered to shut the
Christian school he had opened, had his home

burned down and been threatened with death.
Then in March he was hospitalized after a
family gathering where a relative apparently put
insecticide in his tea. Pray that Hassan will make
a full recovery and that God will honor his losing
so much for the sake of Christ and the Gospel
(Mark 8:35).
Wednesday 20 Christians in Tanzania
are experiencing increased discrimination and
violence at the hands of the country’s Muslims.
In Muslim-majority Zanzibar, a church on Mafia
island was targeted in an arson attack on May
9; a mob shouted threats at the assembled
Christians (who are mainly converts from Islam)
and gutted the inside of the building. Four days
earlier a woman was injured in a bomb blast at
a church in Mwanza on the mainland. Reports
have also been received of Muslim landlords in
the Tanzanian capital, Dar es Salaam, refusing
to rent property to Christians or evicting them
from their homes. In some places Christians are
forbidden to build churches even on their own
land. Pray that the Lord will protect His people
from their enemies and roll back the tide of
Islamist hostility.
Thursday 21 Lift up to the Lord eight
Christians in Iran who were rounded up during a
social picnic on March 5 and interrogated. The
believers were arrested near the city of Shushe-Daniel, blindfolded and questioned for several
hours by armed intelligence and security agents.
Five of the group, Fatemag Bagheri, Hossein
Etemadifar, Mohammad Bahrami, Saiede
Rahimi and Amineh Moalla, were later released,
but Amin Khaki, Hossein Barunzadeh, and
Rahman Bahman were kept in custody. Pray
that the knowledge of who they are in Jesus
Christ will comfort and strengthen the three who
remain in prison, and ask that they will soon be
released. Ask the Lord to heal the psychological
trauma of all who were interrogated.
BARNABAS PRAYER JULY/AUGUST 2014
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AUGUST 22 - 26
Friday 22 “Saudi Arabia remains unique in the
extent to which it restricts the public expression
of any religion other than Islam.” The US
Commission on International Religious Freedom
report for 2014 has drawn attention once more
to the plight of Christians and other religious
minorities in the country, which is perhaps the
most rigid and hardline Islamic state in the
world. The report mentions that not a single
church exists there and that the private religious
practice of non-Muslim expatriate workers is not
fully protected. It calls on the US government to
continue to designate Saudi Arabia a “country
of particular concern” and to press it to effect
significant reforms. Pray that Western countries
will take action to promote religious freedom in
Saudi Arabia.
Saturday 23 Pray for displaced Christian
families from the Iraqi capital, Baghdad, whose
empty homes have been seized by gangs. In
the last decade, large numbers of Christians
have fled from the city because of targeted
violence against their community. Many did not
sell their properties, in the hope of being able
to return one day, but when the homes are
commandeered the Christians are often forced
to sell them at very cheap prices. They are
concerned that they may be kidnapped if they
complain to the government. Pray that the Lord
will provide for Iraqi Christians who had to leave
everything and now have no home to which they
can return.
Sunday 24 Our Father, we pray
for Christians in Brunei as the
authorities there begin to enforce a
new penal code based on sharia law.
We pray that You will protect them
from the harsh punishments laid
down in the code, and especially
that Christian converts from Islam
will not be prosecuted and executed.
14
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We thank You for the criticism of the
code from inside and outside the
country, and we pray that this will
lead to its rapid repeal. We ask too
for an end to discrimination against
Christians and other minorities
in Brunei and that they will be set
free to practice and share their
faith without putting themselves in
danger.

A church in Zhejiang is demolished
by the Chinese authorities (Source:
ChinaAid)

Monday 25 Pray for a congregation in the
Chinese province of Zhejiang whose church
building has been demolished by the authorities.
Officials had complained that the building was
too large and its cross too tall. Despite the
efforts of thousands of worshippers to protect
the site, bulldozers moved in on May 5 after
negotiations broke down; work on the building
had finished only in December 2013, at a cost of
about US$4.8 million raised through members’
donations. Christian organizations have said that
the church was a victim of a campaign to clamp
down on religious observance in Zhejiang; the
worship building was one of three destroyed
there in the space of a week. Pray that the Lord
will strengthen the church and provide it with
new premises.
Tuesday 26 Praise God that the United
Nations Human Rights Council has passed

AUGUST 27 - 31
a strong resolution on North Korea’s abuse
of human rights and has requested the UN
Security Council to take action. The resolution
“condemns in the strongest terms the ongoing
and systematic, widespread and gross human
rights violations” in the country, including the
“denial of the right of freedom of thought,
conscience and religion”, and says that there
are “reasonable grounds to believe that crimes
against humanity have been committed”.
Christianity is seen as a threat to the Communist
government’s authority, and Christians are
forbidden to practice their faith on pain of the
severest penalties. Pray that this resolution
will prompt the international community to
put effective pressure on the regime to grant
freedom and justice to its people.
Wednesday 27 Pray for Meriam Yahia
Ibrahim (27), a Christian woman in Sudan who
has been sentenced to death for apostasy.
Meriam was born to a Christian mother and
Muslim father; her father left home when she
was six, and she was raised as a Christian. But
although she has never practised Islam, under
sharia law she was judged to have abandoned
it because, as the child of a Muslim parent,
she is deemed to have begun life as a Muslim.
She was also found guilty of adultery and
sentenced to 100 lashes, because her husband
is a Christian and according to sharia a Muslim
woman may not marry a non-Muslim man. Pray
that Meriam may be spared the punishments for
these offenses and that she may be set free and
reunited with her husband.
Thursday 28 “We know these two people
are Christians who recently came back from
Kenya. We want to wipe out any underground
Christian living inside of mujahidin area.” The
words of an al-Shabaab militant in Somalia were
chillingly fulfilled soon afterwards when Sadia Ali
Omar (41) and Osman Mohamoud Moge (35),

two Christian converts from Islam, were publicly
beheaded in Barawa on March 4. Al-Shabaab
became suspicious of them because of their
irregular attendance at the mosque for Friday
prayers. Pray for Sadia’s two daughters, aged 8
and 15, who were forced to watch the gruesome
spectacle; the younger girl cried out for someone
to save her mother. A family friend has helped
them relocate to a different area; ask that
God’s peace may guard their hearts and minds
(Philippians 4:7) after this traumatic experience.
Friday 29 A young Christian woman in
Somalia was killed by a group of armed men
who broke into her house in Mogadishu,
the capital of Somalia, earlier this year. The
assailants dragged her outside and shot at
neighbors who tried to rescue her. Her parents
were present when the attack took place. The
Islamist group al-Shabaab has killed dozens of
Christians since 2008, when it seized control of
large parts of the country, and although it has
now been driven from its strongholds, its deadly
hostility to Christians is unrelenting. Pray for
other Christian converts in Somalia as they face
terror on every side (Psalm 31:13).
Saturday 30 Pray for Egyptian Christians
who are leaving Libya in the face of growing
violence against them. Many have gone there
seeking work, but following the recent spate
of killings, they are now fleeing. An Egyptian
church leader has said that attacks and threats
against Christians in the region are an attempt
at “genocide”. Pray that what seems to be a
targeted Islamist campaign to wipe Christians
out of Libya will not succeed.
Sunday 31 Loving Father, we cry
out to You for the loved ones of
ten Egyptian Christians who were
murdered in Libya in February and
March this year. We ask that You will
BARNABAS PRAYER JULY/AUGUST 2014
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AUGUST 31
bring your healing and peace
to their families and friends and
comfort their congregations in
their loss. We pray for protection
for Egyptian and other expatriate
Christians in Libya and ask that
their neighbors will not yield to
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